United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 223 13-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. ! 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


| ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. | 


CONFIRMATION NO. 


10/531,570 


1 1/09/2005 


Sakae Sato 


8062-1029 


1832 



466 7590 

YOUNG & THOMPSON 
745 SOUTH 23RD STREET 
2ND FLOOR 
ARLINGTON, VA 22202 



01/04/2008 



EXAMINER 



SAUCIER, SANDRA E 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



1651 



MAIL DATE 



01/04/2008 



I 



DELIVERY MODE 



PAPER 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication. 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07) 



Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

10/531,570 


Applicant(s) 

SATO ETAL 


Examiner 

Sandra Saucier 


Art Unit 

1651 





The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 



Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 1 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)0 This action is FINAL. 2b)0 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) 12-30 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 0 Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

7) 0 Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) S Claim(s) 12-30 are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .121 (d). 
1 1 )D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)0 All b)0 Some * c)0 None of: 

1 .0 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.0 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3.0 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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Number: 10/531,570 
Art Unit: 1651 

DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 
Restriction is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 and 372. 

This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions 
which are not so linked as to form a single general inventive concept under PCT 
Rule 3.1 and 37 CFR 1.475. 

In accordance with these rules, applicant is required, in reply to this 
action, to elect a single invention to which the claims must be restricted. 

Group I, claims 1 2-27, 29, 30 drawn to a method of producing a plasma 
product or serum product comprising: separating plasma from whole blood, 
reducing leukocytes in the plasma, filtering the plasma with a virus removal 
membrane. 

Group III, claim 28 , drawn to a plasma product which has reduced 
leukocyte concentration and has been virus depleted by filtration. 

(a) An international or national stage application shall relate to one invention 
only or to a group of inventions so linked as to form a single general inventive 
concept. Where a group of inventions is claimed in an application, the 
requirement of unity of invention shall be fulfilled only when there is a technical 
relationship among those invention involving one or more of the same or 
corresponding special technical features. The expression "special technical 
features" shall mean those technical features that define a contribution which 
each of the claimed inventions, considered as a whole, makes over the prior art. 

(b) An international or a national stage application containing claims to 
different categories of invention will be considered to have unity of invention if 
the claims are drawn only to one of the following combinations of categories: 
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(1 ) a product and a process specially adapted for the manufacture of said 
product; or 

(2) a product and a process of use of said product; or 

(3) a product, a process specially adapted for the manufacture of the said 
product, and a use of the said product; or 

(4) a process and an apparatus or means specifically designed for 
carrying out said process; or 

(5) a product, a process specially adapted for the manufacture of the said 
product and an apparatus or means specifically designed for carrying out said 
process. 

(c) If an application contains claims to more or less than one of the 
combinations of categories of invention set forth in paragraph (b) of this 
section, unity of invention might not be present. 

The groups of invention fall within category (1), a product and a method 
of making the product. 

In addition to the requirement that a group of inventions must belong to 
one of the specific categories provided by PCT Rule 1 3.2, the inventions in the 
category, such as a composition and a method of use of the composition, must 
have a special technical feature that unites them. See Patent Rules 1 .475, 
where a special technical feature is a contribution OVER THE PRIOR ART. 

Thus, the inventions listed as Groups I and II do not relate to a single 
general inventive concept under PCT Rule 1 3.1 because, under PCT Rule 1 3.2, 
they lack the same or corresponding special technical features as demonstrated 
above. Since the composition AS CLAIMED is known in the art, see US 
6,867,285 [A] which describes a plasma product obtained by fractionation of 
plasma, which would decrease leukocyte concentration and them passage of 
the plasma fraction through a virus filter, no special technical feature unites 
these inventions in a category. 
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The expression "special technical feature" shall mean those technical 
features that define a contribution which each of the claimed inventions, 
considered as a whole, makes over the prior art (PCT Rule 1 3.2). Thus, a 
feature found in the prior art cannot be considered to be a special technical 
feature. 

Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete 
must include an election of the invention to be examined even though the 
requirement be traversed (37 CFR 1.143). 

Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a 
non-elected invention, the inventorship must be amended in compliance with 
37 CFR 1 .48(b) if one or more of the currently named inventors is no longer an 
inventor of at least one claim remaining in the application. Any amendment of 
inventorship must be accompanied by a request under 37 CFR 1 .48(b) and by 
the fee required under 37 CFR 1.1 7(i). 

To aid in correlating any papers for this application, all further 
correspondence regarding this application should be directed to Group Art Unit 
1651. The supervisor for 1651 is M. Wityshyn, (571) 272-0926. The normal 
work schedule for Examiner Saucier is 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM Monday through 
Friday. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Sandra Saucier whose telephone 
number is (571) 272-0922. The number of the Fax Center for the faxing of 
official papers is (571) 272-8300. 




Sandra Saucier 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1651 



